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OWhen they brought me to the
cellar I have seen three dead
male bodies. One was in a sitting
position by the wall. Two others
were young, one lying on his
stomach, the other on his back.
Their throats were cut and they
were naked. The blood from  their
throats was dripping to the
sewage drains in the floor 6
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Summary
This report describes war crimes in the meaning of international law committed in eastern and
southern Ukraine by soldiers and officials of the Russian Federation and by the pro -Russian

separatist fighters. The crimes documented herein include unlawful deprivation of freedom,

physical and mental tortures, robbery and murde rs.

Chapters 1 through 3 are of an introductory nature. They describe the methodology used by
the authors of the report and present the circumstances in which the subsequently detailed

crimes were committed.

The locations and types of  the crimes that were committed as well as their perpetrators are
described in chapter 4 . The authors discuss only those crimes they were told about by the
victims the reof during the field research. More than 60 interviews were gathered in the course

of collect ing the materials for this report. Each action described in chapter 4 is confirmed by

a quote from the testimon y of one or more victims.

Chapter 4 is divided into subchapters that correspond to each of the venue s where war
crimes have been committed |, as identified by the authors of the report. Most of those venue s
are in eastern Ukraine , one in Crimea and one in the territory of the Russian Federation , where

the Russian army brought Ukrainian prisoners of war .

Chapter 5 is a catalogue of perpetrators of the crimes who were mentioned in the testimo-
nies of the victims, including a short overview and references to the description of the venues

where the crimes were being committed , and pictures.

The victims are not mentioned by name but by an assigned 0C6 (case) code names and
number s. Any personal data that could be used to identify the victims indirectly such as, for
example, pictures, have been included only if a specific victim agreed to the disclosure o f his

or her identity and spoke  freely in the medi a.

Based on the documentary evidence described in the report a communication will be sub-

mitted to the International Criminal Courtin ~ The Hague .
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This report is the result of examinations conducted by a group of volunteers volunteers com-

missionned byaMember of t he Polish Parliamentl]. Maggor zat a

The purpose of the investigation was to determine , if any war crimes or crimes against hu-
manity, in the meaning assigned thereto under the Rome Statute, have been committed
during the conflict in eastern and southern Ukraine in 2014, to document any such incidents,

their victims and perpetrators and to subsequently submit the collected materials to the In-
ternational Criminal Court in ~ The Hague [2]. On 8t September 2015, the Verkhovna Rada [3]
of Ukraine submitted to the International Criminal Court in  The Hague a declaration request-
ing an investigation of the crimes which have occurred within the territory of Ukraine since

20t February 2014 in connection with the  armed conflict [4].

The examination was limited to 2014, although the conflict continues. The fighting in eastern

Ukraine, covering mostly the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts , and the conditions in Crimea are

Go s

referred to as o0confl i ctobuseiampredsétermisbgsanortthevarying need t

definitions of the described events applied in global sources. In view of the commonly known
evidence, confirmed by the examination being the basis for the report, the term oci vi |
which is freque ntly used in the global media, is incorrect. B ased on the following, the conflict

is in fact a war between two states:

the involvement of soldiers of the Russian Federation, including heavy weaponry (tanks,
artillery) in combat in Ukraine;

officers of the special fo rces of the Russian Federation interrogating prisoners of war and
arrested civilians;

Ukrainian prisoners of war being detained within the territory of the Russian Federation

The argument that othere is no war si nsa&validtOthh as
erwise it could be argue dt hat the Second World War was not
mencement with an attack of the allied German army on 1st September 1939 and of the

Russian army on 1 7t September 1939 was not preceded by a formal decla ration of war.

Equally, the argument that no o0state of waro was

the evi dence of military action on both sides.

1) www.malgorzatagosiewska.pl
2 https://goo.gl/12zkiv

3 Supreme Council

4) http://goo.gl/DIJUp6
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16.2.2015 =] Official Jourmal of the European Union L 407

REGULATIONS

COUNCIL IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2015/240
of 9 February 2015
implementing Regulation (EU) No 269/2014 concerning restrictive measures in respect of actions
undermining or threatening the territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of Ukraine
THE COUNCIL OF THE EURDPEAN UNION,

lhﬁgmgudwd&TnayonduhnﬂimingdtheEmopunUniom
Having regard to Counci! Regulation (EL’) No 269/2014 of 17 March 2014 conceming restrictive measures in respect of

acticns undermining or threatening the terrisorial integrity, sovercipnty and independence of Ukmine (), and in
pamadxﬂ.rmleld(lnhmso(

Whereas:
(1)  On 17 March 2014, the Council adopted Regulation (EL} No 269/2014.

(2)  In view of the continued pravaty of the situation oa the ground in Ukraine, the Council considers that additional
persons and entities should be added to the list of natwral and kepal persons, emtities and bodies subject 10
lummwmnmamomm;\mulmkeguhnmm%lmfmu

(3)  Annex I to Regulation (EU) No 269/2014 should therefore be amended accordingly.
HAS ADOFPTED THIS RECULATION:
Articke 1
The persons and entities listed in the Annex to this Regulation shall be added to the kst set out in Annex [ o Reguliton
(EU) No 269)2014.
Articke 2
This Regulation shall enter into force on 16 February 2015.
It shall be published in the Official Joarnal of the Essvpean Union.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in 28l Member States.
Done at Brussels, 9 February 2015,

For the Council
The President
F. MOCEHERINI

() OJL78,17.3.2014,p. 6

Councihhplementing Regulafitly 2015/240
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2.1. IDENTIFYING AND FINDING WAR CRIME VICTIMS

At first, the victims and their whereabouts were identified thanks to the personal con-
tacts of the individuals involved in the work on the report. Many contacts were estab-
lished also through the already identified victims who shared contact details of their fel-

low detainee s or acquaintan ces who they knew were also victims of the crimes

Entry to the Afigrrorist Operation zone 8iaxyansjs)

Field work, includinginthe Anti -Terrori st Oper atATOmnedone¢ harnt tke i d
area directly adjacent to the front, allowed fo r direct contact with Ukrainian civil and
military volunteers. That greatly increased the chances of reaching the war crime vic-

tims.

5) http://goo.gl/jBf7xW
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2.2. INTERVIEWING VICTIMS AND WITNESSES, COLLECTING INFORMATION

The principal documentation for the crimes presented in the report is comprised by vic-
tim or witness statements. In each case a ttempts were mad e to confirm t he identity of
the perpetrators based on publicly available sources or with the assistance of Ukrainian

NGOs and the Ukrainian administration.

The interviews were conducted with victims (former civil detainee s or prisoners of war )
and with individuals knowledgeable about the conditions in the field. The interviews
were mostly held in public places. Most of the interviews were conducted by Polish for-
mer policemen with long -term experience in crime investigation , who worked as vo lun-
teers, and some interviews were conducted by Ukrainian volunteers assisting the Polish

policemen. Basic personal data of the interviewees as well as the date and place of

the interview were included in the report.
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VictimCA3at a hospital after bénegd6] Fragment of medical documentation a€¥[¢}im

The overview of the experience in captivity is preceded by a short profile of each inter-
viewee concerning his social activities or military history prior to imprisonment. A de-

tailed account  of the experience related with the capture and imprisonment follows. In
some instances the statements were supplemented with medical documentation pro-

vided by the victims.

6) http://goo.gl/NiAua3
7 Published with the coneéttte victim C7
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The documents recording the interviews had not been signed by the interviewees, be-

cause the interviews were not classified as formal interrogations. With safety of the vic-

tims in mind the documents presenting the interviews and the identification data of t he
interviewees are not attached to the published version of the report, but are retained

by the authors of the report and will be delivered to the International Criminal Court in

The Hague to allow for formal interrogation of those individuals by the Court investiga-

tors.

In some instances , existing NGO reports were used as support documentation

2015-12-10 19:07 Methodology of gathering information
Interview ing victims and witnesses , collecting information
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IDENTIFYING WAR CRIME PERPETRATORS

One of the principal objectives of the volunteer work was to establish the perpetrators

of the crimes referred to in the Rome Statute. Usually, only the pseudonyms of the per-
petrators were provided during the conversation s with the victims. The victims were of-
ten unable to provide even a description of the perpetrators , either because of the vic-
t i nmeedtal state caused by the tortures and constant fear for their lives, or because of

the frequent practice of holding the vi ctims in prison with their eyes covered.

Vladimir Novikpseudonyiii\labag[8, 9] Pseudonyi@auo[1(, Ossetian mercenafihe
i V o 411 lbakaiom Donetsi

Following the interviews the authors of the report attempted to identify the described
individuals by obtaining data from official Ukrainian sources, by reviewing records of
proceedings conducted in Ukraine or the records of NGOs examining war crimes, or
p ublic sources such as publications of the perpetrators themselves who often boasted

of their achievements on the Internet.

The analysis of the materials gathered in the course of the interview and the materials
sourced elsewhere allowed for identification of some of the perpetrators and their rela-

tions with specific victims and crime ~ venue s.

inRussiap: so d ¢ s | &ZOHddRBdte | S tsdzOjaduy, ¢ zOBO2
https://goo.gl/4AHP6b1

in Russian: O iz ts

in Russiad: sis s ¢

https://goo.gl/u8w2nR

2015-12-10 19:07 Methodology of gathering information

Identif ying war crim e perpetrators


https://goo.gl/4HP6b1
https://goo.gl/u8w2nR
https://goo.gl/4HP6b1
https://goo.gl/u8w2nR

2015-12-10 19:07

. Conditions in

eastern Ukraine

resulting from the
conflict between
Ukraine and Russia


http://goo.gl/JLwkQ9

Report: Russian War Crimes in Eastern Ukraine in 2014 - page 15 of 155

After the bloody attempts at putting down the anti -government demonstrations of the Ukrain-
ian society r ef er rireFebruarg20Bsin résiteof thik @medgency elections, the

then president of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych representing the pro -Russian Party of Regions
then in power was removed . A new government headed by Pr  ime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk
was appointed and presidential duties were assumed by Oleksandr Turchynov . However, in

the Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts, pro -Russan separatists put up an armed protest against the

new government. With  the military support of Russiathey proclaimedthe Donet sk Peopl efs

Republic and t he Luhansk Peogdnteodesterridrep uand in May 2014 they pro-

claimed a union of both self -appointed republics into  the Federal State of Novorossiya

Snipers at the Kijhaidaril3 Proclamationof @ net sk Pe@fl e

Se p ar asentiments fave also manifested themselves in the Crimea Peninsula, which was
subject to a military intervention of the Russian Federation. The declaration of independence

of the Republic of Crimea was adopted in March 2014 during a session of the Supreme
Council of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the Municipal Council of Sevastopol .
During that month , a referendum on the status of the republic was  held. On 1 7t March the
Supreme Council of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea adopted the resolution on the in-
dependence of Crimea based on the results of the referendum in which the majority of voters
supported the annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol to the Russian Federatio n. In the course
of the following week an agreement on the annexation of Crimea to Russia  was signed by

Russiawith the Republic of Crimea and the separate city of Sevastopol.

13 http://goo.gl/i2JgbNt
14 http://goo.gl/VrvWQX
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In light of the military occupation of the above -mentioned regions of Ukraine by  the sepa-
ratists, on 13t April 2014, the acting president, Oleksandr Turchynov presented the separatists
with a 24 -hour ultimatum, requesting t hem to surrender in exchange of avoiding punishment.
The separatists ignored the ultimatum and started to take o ver government buildings in the
territories of the self -proclaimed republics. In consequence, the National Security and De-

fence Council of Ukraine resolved to commence the Anti -Terrorist Operation (ATO) by the

army .

Occupation of @Gteigreea meilg y Nazi separatigtsr o nRugichbattalfdfilg 83

The separatist troops operating in Donb  as have never been a homogenous nor coordinated
force. The divisions among the separatists were based on conflicts between the leaders and
commanders of the various groups. Different understanding of the objectives of the actions
of such groups, or contradictory attitude s to the arrangements agreed with the Ukrainian
authorities , or the mutual violation of  the spheres of influence were the source of con flicts.
Based on the systematics developed by the INSIDER portal [17, 18] the positions of the forces
fighting in Donbas on the part of the separatists are presented below, including the profiles of

the specific troops and their commanders.

The report presen ts conditions existing until October 2014.

15 http://goo.gl/xYpN2D
16 http://goo.gl/8ZEoYi
17  http://goo.gl/C21QDr
18 http://goo.gl/afl6gA
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THE SlTUA U VL\/*KW / C'Ims)l OVZ:::lemems:
IN THE EASTERN RE¢ ) ~
OF UKRAIN

7 October 2014 (12:00)

Terrorist forces:

‘x Terrorists location ‘xrem)rists losses

The positions of Ukrainian military

Y P, sting
B U KRA' NE Nl Locations of combat
A E ud The direction of attacks of Ukrainian troops
Rl Terrorist attacks
: The border
K H A RK I V B Border areas under the control of Ukraine
0 B I.AST B Places of armed dlashes between the Border

Guard Service of Ukraine and the terrorists

LW  Teritory controlled by terrorists as of june 18

Seven task forces (ships and coast guard
motorboats) are continuing to guard the
Azov Sea to prevent the penetration of
sabotage and intelligence groups on the
coast of Donetsk and Zaporizhia oblasts,
and to guard the raids of the Mariupol
and Berdyansk ports.

DNIPROPETROVSK
OBLAST

Location of civilian airports

the Russian Federation

Boeing 777 crash site July 17, 2014

it
>

% The location of military units of
s

Information and

.2 Analysis Center
>, of the National Security
and Defence Council

of Ukraine

ZAPORIZHIA
OBLAST

The situation in eastern regions of Ukraiv@otobe?01419

19 http://goo.gl/BI1lg60
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Positions of armed troops in Donbas and their commanders as in [2&tober 2014
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